IRRISON 


IILY 


that we are 
oe 
umber 9, 1956, 


similar to those 
<. 


alone it is cleat 
vhich states that 
be the basis 0 
is not exclusive 


cuse or condone 
lungary, nor to 
1 other forms of 
» other Govert- 
rence in degree 

of the human 
uted, not only 1M 
all nations who 
an integral patt 


‘ather’s houses 
ndom recognise 
le to force upon 
y an obligation 
oes exactly (his 
States President 
to abandon this 


other's keepel 
ments conscript 
do men? ft 3 
lich to exercise 
ne which bears 
the necessity 


words in thé 
words which 
y, the equality 
nembers of the 
not enough. 


: sins of other 
vorkd where, bY 
atomic rockels 
n race 1g itself 
to live and 10 


hen Christiat’ 
chem, imagina 
1 to the whole 

Every Christ: 
i shut out, an 


survive, words 
e must in fact 
facing the fact 
neans that men 
ed or yellow of 
r, without sie 
world.” Only 
freed from te 


een ee 


‘ 


i 
i 
rvice H 
16, 1956 i 
nney St. Webi 


ature lovers 


LENDAR 


8 pictures, 

compiled 
ww (pacifist 
¢ Trees.”) 


4d.) 


nvelope 


\RDS 


ud Message 


= =a 


REACTION AND 


Eeyptian und = pro-lraqi — sentiments 


lespectively. 


Syrians have been complaining that lraq 
“4s been supplying arms to the fascist ele- 
Ments inside Syria to ferment a civil war, 
Shile the Iraqis with an equal anger have 
‘Mrped the Government in Damascus with be- 
Mi directly responsible for the widespread 
Mblic demonstrations in Traq. 


In the Persian Gulf oil producing sleckh- 
oms, riots and blowing up of oi] wells has 
“en reported. In Kuwait, following the 
wectives of the Hederauon of Arab Prade 
“Rions, dominated by Syrians and Lgypthins, 
Mpelines have been cut and on wells have 
*n sabotaged. 
Saudi Arabia, traditionally pro-Egyptian in 
he Middle East, is greatly perturbed by the 
Yan swing to the Left. 


ARUS SEIZED 


In Lebanon the nationalist Government of 
*duttah Yall, agate in its outlook, 
W8 been replaced by Sami Solah, who is try- 
My lo stay neutral in this conflict between 
’ghdad and Cairo-Damascus. 


Last month the Syrian Government an- 
Nonnced (he dramatic seizure of a caravan 
Kad of arms, amd alleged that they were 
ting smugeled from rag, and were con- 
timed to Eavel Sroor, a member of the 
Syrian Chamber of Deputies, and a leader 
°F the pro-lraqi movement inside Syria. 
iN Stoor, with ¢hree other independent mem- 
Mts of the Chamber, Muneer Ajlani, Adel 
Allan and Fadel Allah Jarbough, was arrested 
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REVOLUTION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


Egypt v Iraq | 


By BRIJEN K. GUPTA 


|v is obvious that in the Middle Last, an open struggle, 
often violent, is taking place between the forces of the 
Left and the forces of the Right, sharply divided by 


Air Evprass\ 
* Editlon: 10 ers.f 


Reynolds News ; 


One 


The theme was familiar: “ Freedom and 
Dignity through Love.” 


The protest started in December, 1955, 


when a Negro woman refused to go down to 
the segregated Negro section of a bus in down- 
town Montgomery, She was arrested for 
breaking the city and State segregation laws. 


This touched off one of the most remark- 
able protests in American history, For a 
solid) year the 50,000 Negro citizens of 
Monigomery refused to ride the buses, 
After several weeks they organised their 

own car pool so that private transportation 
would be available to all) This appreciably 
reduced business for the bus company and it 
has had to increase its fares fifty per cent and 
drastically reduce its service, 

‘The protest was carried on in the best 
Gandhian tradition throughout, lead by a re- 
markable young clergyman, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

No hate was voiced against the white com- 


ON BACK PAGE 


to Hungarian people 


and Soviet soldiers 


\icnar.. RANDLE, 22-year-old member 
y,, Of the Peace Pledge Union and the Non- 
syle Resistance Group feft bis job on his 
; her's fara today on the first stage of u (rip 
she Muangarian frontier bearing 8 thessage 
oN the Mungarkiin people and the Soviet troops 
‘their country on Christmas Day, 

* Tonight (Friday) he will meet Press nien at 
ri Neeling arranged al Dick Sheppard House, 
i, endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, at 8 He 
"Which all Peace News readers are invited. 
He will leave Victoria Station tomorrow for 
wha by the 9 am, train, unless he uses # 
mone which fas been offered to him as we 
Sto Press. 

athe text of the Jeatlet which he hopes to 


idon NA  tibute during a Christmas vigil on the 
an sn », o-Hungarian frontier reads > 
ne \p es 5 
@ VHIS is a message expressing the feel- 
Pie pole ue BHIS is an Bewees, 


1.S.Ae 


~ ings of people in many parts of the 


World who have been deeply stirred 
VY recent events in Hungary. It ts 
» “fought to the Hungarian border in an 
(fort to reach you, the Hungarian 


: + . ‘ oi aie 
©) People. and you, the Soviet soldiers. 
f° are pot important people, 


as the wold 

Wes, but plain peaple with deep behets. In 

Sr own countries we have refused ta be 

Onscripted or become a part of the nme 
Aty machines used everywhere to enslave 
do murder. 


An 
ok have opposed and coademned the suppres- 


Yon of fiberty everywhere-—by the West and 
Y¥ the Soviet Union--in Cyprus and Algena 
"Ot fess than in Poland and Thungary. We 
“tongly opposed the recent crimes of 
SReression by Weitain and Prance against 
reynt and by the Soviet Union against 
yi ungary, 
he PPose all war amt vielunce because We 
Cleve that, whatever the goal, in tha long 
"Wn they cannot bring lasting good, but only 
Nore misery and bloodshert. 
y 6 
Ky People of Hungary, have demonstrated 
the courape and self-sacrifice are stronger 
mire armed might and have this inspired 
lions with new hope. When you have 
“upght with arms, the Soviet military 
“tChing has been able to defeat you, but i 
“3 been unable to conquer you as your con- 
"Ue ta resist largely without arms. 


India, lead by Mahatma Gandhi, won inde- 
pendence from British imperialism by non- 
violent resistance. He saw clearly that true 
and listing freedom could only be won by 
militant but peaceful methads. 

He asked his followers not only to remove 
violence from their actions, but hatred of 
their enemies from their hearts. ‘The way 
of love was taught by Jesus. It is the way 
of Buddha of India, Tolstoy af Russia and 
the Quakers of many parts of the world. 


© 

We hope that you will somehow find the 
strength to continue your resisiance without 
arms, and will come to realise that violence 
against the Soviet troops and others hinders, 
rather than helps, your cause. They, too, 
are victims of the evil that engulfs the 
world. 


Hy resolute non-violent action you may be 
able to break down the barriers of fear and 
lnetred and bring them to jain you in your 
struggle for freedom 


Whit can we say to you, the Soviet soldiers 
slationed in Hungary 2?) We are painfully 
aware of the crimes of the West and our 
own failure (o prevent them. But precisely 
because we have opposed them, we feel wo 
must speak frankly to you now. 

Just as we deeply regret the occasions when 
violence has been used against you, so we 
also must make it clear that we believe the 
Soviet Gavernment’s invasion of Hungary 
was wrang and are appalled by the blaady 
repression, 

We hope you will not open fire on unarmed 
peopte--as many Soviet soldiers to their 
everlasting credit have already refused to 


do. 
@ 


We believe that ali men have the right ta 
choose their own way af life and farm of 
government, and that this would result in a 
society more free and just than that existing 
in cither the West or the Soviet Union 
today. 

Human brotherhoad will only be fulfilled 
when all tyranny is ended fut we believe 
that the means used are equally important. 

It is our deep conviction that the toad ta 
liberation lies in complete reliance on moral 


power arising from non-viole jews 
and love. fit resistance 


Lift bar on Kenya 
investigation 


TPE British Government has barred the international Red Cross 

from sending w team to visit the Kenya detentioa camps 
where over 24,000 Africans are being held without trial and 
many of them subjected to acts of brutality. 


When Mr, P. Gaillard confirmed last Saturday that the Intemational 
Red Cross had been barred from the Kenya Detention Caimps, tie told 


“ Montgomery, Alabama 


STILL WALKING TO FREEDOM 


year of American Gandhism 
By Dr. HOMER JACK 


BH Negiocs of Montgomery, Alabama, have just observed the tirst full: year 

of their Gandhian non-violent resistance campaign against bus segregation, 

To celebrate the event and prepare the people for the ultimate test, a week-long 

Institute on Non-violence and Social Change was held, attended by some 500 
persons from throughout the southern United States. 


“The clan is made that the Geneva Convention does uot apply to 
iKenya., But we are not letting the matter rest, 

“We hope British public opinion will bring about a clumye of heart 
the pro- | now that the facts are coming out.” 


munity of Monigomery, although there was a 
hombing of Dr, King’s home, many threais by 
he White Citizens Council, the hanging of 
efligies af Negroes, and the parading of the 
dreaded white-robed Klan. 

During the boycott, legal manouvering con- 
tinued in several dircetions. Dr, King and al- 
most 100 associates in the Montgumery Im- 
provement Association were arrested for con- 
spiracy to boycatt. Dr. King was convicted 
and his sentence is being appealed. Also the 
bus segregation ordinance was appealed, 

tn November the United States Supreme 
Coun ruled in a historic decision that, like 
bus travel between states, bus travel within 
States and cities cannot be sepregated. Be~ 
cause of legal oy ail an appeal, this court 
order has not reached Montgomery, 


When it does, the Negroes will call off their 
@ ON PAGE FIVE 
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British MPs have been receiving levers 
sinupeled ont of the camps alleging brutality 
aid pleading for iospection by oa Hrhigh 
delegation, 

JULEEN FLE@CHER, the former Kenya 
Goverment Rehabilitation Olftcer whose ex- 
posures in Peace News Inst Muy fed fe a 
House of Commons debate on Kenya writes; 


MHNOO much is coming out about Kenya 
for the Government to continue to 
refuse an independent judicial enquiry. 
People at my meetings ( have now addies- 
sed 83 since Aine) are referring tw the 
Government's reply fa my allegations und say. 
inp how evasive it is. 

I would po foriher than dhat wid say it 
ig composed of half truths und complete 
inaccaraicies, 

The Government is so keen for people 10 
have (heir memorandum that uwy are send. 
mg it out to them and returning the stamps 
people have enclosed for postage (these people 
paid a shilling for my pamphiet !). 

My reply will he published in full am 
Peace News early in January after tt has heen 
sent io the Colonial Secretary. In the mean- 
Hine We have fresh revelations of brutality in 
the detention camps published by Reyrolds 
News on December 16 


Wi? 


Hf Mr. Lennox-Boyd really docs not know 

what is going on in Kenya would he net be 
Wise to set up an independent enquiry ? Even 
if he continues to be saustied, the general 
public is not, 
_ The United Nations, quite rightly, are ask- 
ing for observers to be allowed into Hungary 
What right has our Government to ask. for 
this and at the same time retuse all requests 
for an enquiry in Kenya ? 

Why ts the Unternational Red Crass not 
allawed in? 

Peace News readers will remember that in 
my articles I said ihe detainces were not 
allowed the rights to which they would have 
been entiled as prisoners of war, 

This is one of them, 

Why iy Kenya frightened of an enquiry? 


On January Li Peace News will pabiich a 
special Kenya supplement in which Eileen 
Hletcher will reply to the Govertinent and Dr, 
Veter Watsley, Leeiurer in Saclology, Unl- 
versity of Hail, will trace the bistorical tuck- 
gromd ia Mau Maw ia oa murvey espectaly 


| prepaied for Peace News, 


SUES U.S. GOVT. 


Wear taxes refused 


WELL-KNOWN American writer 

on December L7 filed suit against 
the United States Gavernment to recover 
income 1x taken fron him forcibly in 
what he claims was a violation of his 
conscientious objection to war, according 
to the Central Committee for Can- 
scientious Objectors in Philadelphia, Pa. 


In bis complaint filed in US District Court 
in San Francisco, Milton Mayer demands the 
return of halt of his 1952 jincame tax whieh 
he withheld in order not to compromise his 
position as a pacifist, Phe Internal Revenue 
Service, defendant in the suit, seized the funds 
on a warrant of distraint in 1955 


Milton Mayer maintains that although be is 
too old to qualify as an objector to military 
servive under the present Selective Service 
law, his religious principles will not Jet him 
buy guns for other men to shoot, 

He claims that the government is violas 
ing the “freedom of worship” chivae of the 
Coustitdion by making hin pay for arma- 
ments. At least S50 per cont of his Income 
tax, he says, is used for that purpose, 
Mayer, who wotes for leading magazines, 

wok the absolatist pacilist position before the 
uutbroak of Workd War Wo when his articte, 
*t Phink Vil Sit this One Out,” appeared in 
the Saiurday Evening Post. 


COMPLAINTS 


Since then he has been a lfeeturer far the 
American = Friends Service Comniitige 
(Quakers) and at many colleges, universines, 
and charches. He has been a member of the 
faculties of the University af Chicago and 
Prankfurt (Germany) and is consullant ta the 
Great Books Foundation. 


His covmplaints sets forth that at the time 
the tax was due he informed the povern- 
ment in writing that he wanted to pay the 
full wax bar could not pay it unless the gover- 
ment would assure him that the fax wand 
be spent Tor “peaceful and constiuctive par- 
poses.” The Internal Revenue Service replied 
hat if could not segregate tag monies and, 
when Mayer continued ta refuse to pay, the 
Revenue Service attached his income to col- 
ject $32.78 and inierest. 

Mayer is now suing for ihe return of this 
sum, phis $66.60 then front him on a 
credit bai him for previous averpaynent. 
tn asking for court relief ou consiiimional 
grounds, be pleads for the establishment af 


a non-military fund in the Treasury, Inv 
pach he says he is willing to pay his tases 
n full, 


His suit waa filed by Prancis Heisler, civil 
Nbertics lawyer of Chicago and Carrol. Act 
ing 43 fiscal agent for Mayer's case, the Cen- 
tral Conmnittee for Conscientions Objectors 
advises and assists citizens who, because of 
their opposition io war, find themselves un- 
able to perform military service, participate 
in civil defence, pay taxes, or take paths 


DEMOCRACY 


Phe text of the complaint filed December 
17 in US District Court for the Northern 
District of California (Southern Division) San 
Francisca, quotes Mayer as having wilten to 
the Collector of Internal Revenge, at the time 
he filed his 1952 ta, return, as follows: 


“..« Lrespecttally observe (hut FP eaanat, 
vs a conscientious objectar, on  rolighies 
grounds, (0 nuilifayy service, perfarm the 
titlitary service here asked of ine—the pus 
thase of armaniwenis. Nor, as a loyal Ameri 
cuit, tai | contribute (a the sitilariaiion of 
my country sad, Ginsugh its wablituriaatioss, 
te the rein viich has everiaken every 
democracy which bas ever taken this course, 
“Toda not defy my Governnent; I accept 

gladly my obheation ia maintain ms free and 
peacetal inalititions, however large a share of 
ny caraing they require. If you will infarm 
me of any means whereby I may da so 
through payment t the Vrcasury Departnent, 
Tahal jnimediately semi such paynient iq the 
amount of the balance elaimied dua in income 
tax tor 1952, 

“Meanwhile, and without repudiating the 
obligation asscried in the preceding senienee, 
lam remitting, in to equal part. an anaunt 
equal io the balance cannes due, Te twa 
private agencies, the Fellowship of Recon 
cillation, and the American Fijenida Sersicn 
Commistes, which, in the Government’s avn 
View, are servitty our ucuntry s free and feacea- 
ful institutions, 

“1 do hot wish fo contend with my Govern 
ment, feast af all in the mater af perventanes, 
1 have, theretore, taken the obvidualy can. 
servalive fipuce at 50 as that percentage af 
the current US budget now used for the pur 
chase of armaments, and | have calculated my 


Income Tax payment for 1882 accordingly.” 


a ne pp i yt rhea 


Arie Guy Enock, the author af ‘This Was 
Hhusiness,” dig last Sauuday at Gsford 


after a short ilinge: in his 87th year, The | 


iimeral was at Jonlans Meeting Howe ca 
Waedronday, : i 
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HUMAN SPIRIT 


TPOWARDS THE END OF HIS SPEECH in the Commons’ 

— debate on Egypt, Mr. Bevan made some genecal comments 
which, if intended seriously, would require a complete change in 
the Government policy of recent years, not only by the Conserva- 


lives but also by Labour. 


Mer. Bevan remarked that there had been a complete chiatuge in the 
relationship between nations and between Governments and peoples so 
that * civil and potitieal objectives in: modern society ure not attainable 


by armed force,” 


This, he said, was something (hat had been made clear through the 
French and British action in Bpypt, but “exactly the same thing is true of 


the Rassians in Wanpary. 


“The Russians in Wongary are altempling to achieve civil, social und 
palitieal objectives by tanks and guns, and the Hungarian people are 
domonstrating that it cannot be done.” 


* 


* 


TPHERE are two outstanding factors involved in the changed 


situation. 


One is that, as Mr. Bevan urged, “ the social 


furaiiare of modern society is so complicated and fragile that it 


cannot support the jackboot.” 


Vhe other, not specifically mentioned by Mr, Bevan, is that the 
comprehensive character of war in the age of the U-bomb, threatening as it 
does univervivh destruction if a limited war should extend to an uplimifed 
ong, Inevitably brings hesitation to the Powers who seek to achieve their 
ends by war and greatly increases the chances of success of those who can 
fia the courage and steadfastness fo resist: aggression by other means 


thin war, 


That resistance by non-violent means to the atfempt of un alien power 
lo impose its will by force ig more powerful than resort to urimy is not 


something ihiat is new. 


Cuudhi clearly demonstrated its effectiveness. 


What is new is the dramatic rapidity with which such a policy can now 
bring results; this fact should help (o bring about an acceptance of the 
fmperative need that men shall seek to achieve und maintain their indepen- 
dence by these niediods alone because of the universal threat that war 


brings with it. 


Whea wo see, behind the terrible destruction and suffering that has 
been inflicted in Mungary, one of the outstandingly hopeful portents of 


today we do not wish to be misunderstood. 


We are not claiming that the 


Hangariam people have been actuated by the philosophy of Gandhi. 
‘They have not been led by people who sought to achieve their freedom 


by the methods of non-violent actlon. 


i. * 


* 


NEVERTHELESS they have manifested to a high degree some 

of the qualities that are necessary in the carrying through 
of a non-violent struggle: courage while unsupported by arms, 
fortitude and an acceptance of suffering rather than an abandon- 


ment of the struggle. 


There has been a signiticant abandonment of militaristic conceptions, 
for the irue militarist feels himself helpless without arms, 

It Is now seven weeks since the Flungurian people had to meet the 
Rusalan attack and they ure not only unconquered but it has hecome evident 
that whatever happens in Hungary in 1987—and this will include much 
deprivation and sulfcring—the Hungary that has served the purposes of the 
Stulininty for the past ten years is ended for ever. There will not be again 


\ 


| 
{! is not often 
can listen to a clear voice with a 
gencrous and hopeful message from 
the “Left in Brance. ‘The corrup- 
tion of the working-class movement 
through the operations af the servile 
Comniunist Party of Phorez and the 
degradation of the Soeiilist Move- 
meat under Molle: have produced 
such a murkiness Gof oullook in the 
French Left that one fends to look 
outside its ranks for an occasional 
word of perception and hope from 
M. Mendes France and his Radicals. 
It is with all the more pleasure, 
therefore, that we have read a recent 
article by M. Andre Philip in te 
Monde. M. Philip was one of the 
few outstanding Socialists in France 
to condema the Anglo-French ag- 
gression on Eyypt. In this most 
recent article he declares, what we 
believe to be profoundly true, that 
the fundamental problem of the 
present century les in the settlement 


of the question of the way 
the half of humanity who inhabit 
developed countries are to deal with 
the underdeveloped countries. 


4 . 
Oitliculiies 
M- PHILIP says that the tradi- 
tional role of France in’ the 
world should have required that, 
instead of seeking to occupy a small 
stool at the table of the Great 


Powers, it should have endeavoured 
to take the lead as the disinterested 
educator and counsellor of the 
smaller nations. 

This, he points out, would have 


made impossible the catastrophic 
policy that has been pursued in 
Egym and it would also have re- 


quired a different attitude in Algeria 


from “the pitiless repression camou- 
flaged as pacification” that has 
characterised the policy of the 


Mallet Ciovernment, 

M. Philip's article is a careful sct- 
ting out of the principles that ought 
to govern the relationships of the 
advanced powers with the peoples 
ot the smaller and underdeveloped 
countries, 

He does not minimise the difficul- 
ties of the problems that are in- 
volved but his views are a clear 
challenge to the Party that has just 
been engaged in giving M. Mollet a 
vote of confidence after having 
walked out in protest from the 
Council of the Labour and Socialist 
International following a condemiia- 
tion of the aggression in Egypt 

YW the group for which M. Philip 
speaks can advance to the leadership 


PERSPECTIVE, 


nowadays that one 


occupation forces in Port Said, ‘the 
commentator referred to the continued 
occupation as action done “in trust 
for the UN,” without referring to the 
UN’s repeated demands for immediate 
withdrawal. The Egyptian police were 


depicted as ridiculously incompetent, - 
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and the audience must have marvelled 
that order was maintained before the 


valiant British and French troops 
stepped in 
For the same. principled reasons 


that we object to Communist-front 
organisations not admitting their poli- 
tical alliliation, we urge Pathe News 
and Movietone to admit they are in 
the public relations branch of the 
Conservauve Party, 


Congratuiations 


VMI British Government is to be 

congratulated on its readiness to 
grant full self-povernment to the 
Gold Coast—to be known as Ghana, 
{his is a refreshing and hopeful signa 
ata time when so many of its poli- 
cies are the opposite and when 
repressive colonial policies are en- 
forced by armed might. 

The Government's decision has 
been easier because there has not 
been a settler population in the Gold 
Coust and the territory’s present 
strategic position from the viewpoint 
of the generals is negligible. 

But despite this, the Government 
deserves congratulations. 


There are, however, questions 
which arise out of the coming inde- 
pendence for Ghana which are 


relevant in consideration of the im- 
plementing of freedom for other 
territories as well. 

It is very easy to assume without 
critical examination that the pattern 
of society in the West ought to be 
adopted everywhere. We are uncasy 
about certain questions related to 
this, and we have seen neither a clear 
tecognition of these problems nor 
adequate solutions presented by any 
public figure, either in Britain or in 
the Gold Coast. 


Natural units 
PURSTLY, we ought not to forget 


that most of the present boun- 
daries in Africa are very artificial 


We imagine that most of (hel 
would lead to smaller potitical unith 
though in a few cases, they might 
lead to larger ones, We recognlt 
that to the degree that some 
Westernised African political leadett 
as offen with other politicians 
want power, such proposals will mea 
with opposition, and that the develo 
ment of Power States in Africa Wie 
be to the interest of the West, UP 
cluding the Communist States, 


No Power State 


GJECONDLY, we ought not @ 
. assume quite so casily—as Wo 
both Britishers and many Africa 

-that what is needed in Africa 
the establishment of the kind of 
Power State characteristic of thé 
West in recent times. 

It would seem to us quite unis! 
{0 Automatically whether 
Africans or Europeans—adopt_ the 
attitude that that is necessary and thal 
any impediment to that end ought 
to be removed before the end ® 
European control, 

‘The extension of the Power Stalé 
to non-European Africa would Jead 
to some unfortunate results, inclu 
ing the de-culturisation of — the 
Africans, an extension of 1 
dangerous international consequence 
of the existence of the Power Stal 


to Africa, and an inclusion of Afric 


in the all too many parts of ! 
world where those in control of 1 
State machinery have direct and & 


tensive control over the individual 


within their borders, 

That would remove the chaneé 
that Africa might become ## 
“island” of hope and experiment ! 
libertarian and peaceful living i 
world of spreading conformity, 
trol and military might. 

In territories where people hav’ 
their way of life relatively unscathe? 
and still form relativel 
units, as tribes, il Gould seem desl” 
able that they should be spared i 
evils of the centralised Power Stl 
and allowed to rule themselves. 

Where such full autonomy di 
nat exist, considerable decentralis” 
tion of both power and respons 
bility ought to be encouraged, 

In both cases, larger regional & 
operation ought not to be ruled o 
where it springs from the needs 
the people themselves and not [f 
cither the needs of the Weslell 
Powers, or the ambition of Afric 
politicians, 
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hit # vote of 99.9 per cent for aw Russlan-approved election inst, there, may be hope forthe Erenchy. . whichamerc draenlas ai tesull No excuse he whole policy 
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European control of Africa recedes, 
there should be revision of the 
boundaries drawn by the European 


which they hold toduy, while the psychological effect of their action would, 
of course, have been incomparably greater, 
Such an atdtvde would not require a higher degree of sacrifice than 


[’ one is unfortunate enough to visit 
a cinema which shows Pathe News 
or Movietone News one must cndure 


See 
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has actually been called for; but it requires a greater strength of will and 
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Jo modern times we have not been 
unappreciative of the way in which 
the old controls have been with- 
drawn, and in the changed relation- 
ship of today, mutual good will and 
respect have yrown. 

— Nat only that, but it is from Great 
Britain that the Gospel has come to 
us, and our churches and hers are 
linked together by the strongest ties. 

Qur sons have studied at her nni- 
versitica, and her sons have taught 
in ours, Above all, we hava Tecog- 
nised in Hritain a certain leadership 
which has even grown in influence 
ax her military power has declined. 
Beside the brash inexperience of 
Amerlea with lis dollar way of life, 
we wero aware of a maturity of 
judgment and of understanding -in 
Brioun’s relationship with Agia 
which was more in accond with 
Asian thinking and sentiment. 

Quite suddenly--almost overnight 


which seemed to us to be out of 
character. 

Sir Anthony Eden reminded us of 
Munich, but Munich snd the Nazi 
building PE of 4 case against 
Czechoslovakia were already pain- 
fully in our minds, 

Hitherto we had thought of Great 
Britain ag the advocate of nepotia- 
tion in preference to force; we had 
come to believe that the Common- 
wealth had ao signilicance for world 
peace, 

But what waa the meaning of the 
United Nations Organisation if 
Britain mobilized her military 
strength first ? 

What was the meaning of the 
Commonwealih if lis kind of 
action could take place withaut con- 
sultation ? 

_ What was the meaning of negotia- 
tion, #f nations only negotiate with 
those who will agree with them ? 


moral leadership among a world of 
self-scekers, and we found her seat 
empty: she had joined the self- 
seekers. 

It was like getting the news that 
one’s old and revered headmaster 
had run away with someone else's 
wife. It shook the foundations of 
faith a Jittle. 

Perhaps that is good for us. It 
will teach us thal our faith in good- 
ness is Hl-founded if it is built on 
someone else's goodness, 

There is a real sense in which, in 
the warfare of the spirit, in the 
hattle for the integrity of the soul, 
it is ultimately necessary “to po it 
alone.” 

That may be a salutary ex- 
perience, but it has been an ex- 
pertence of profound sadness to have 
looked up with respect and affection, 
and then to be left with nothing but 
a sense of shame, 


Taittee of the First Methodist Church 
of New Haven, Connecticut, 

The Chairman, Mr. J. E. Lalor, 
cxpresses appreciation for the State 
Department's initiative in securing a 
cease-fire in Egypt, regrets thay US 
policy in the Middle Last has been 
one of manoeuvre and power poli- 
lcs and goes on to urge a “ pasitive 
programme of building peaceful 
relations between peoples through 
helping them . . . without political 
strings...” 


Aid from Australia 


prkoM Australia comes a gift of 
£AIO to the Pence News Fund 
from Melbourne Peace Society 
(founded 1905), 

Some of ihe members of the Com- 
mittee which administer the residue 
of this old Society’s funds are Peace 
News readers. 

“They wish to assist you in the 


proceeds from which help to pe 
sidisc Peace News, have rocket 
again this year with ordera far iq 
stripping the supplics coming 
from the printers. 


Ten thousand copies of ono ‘ 
showing a Negro and a white & 


seated at a piano sold out If sy 


ume, a second 10,000 was 


) isd 
quickly swallowed up and a t 
: ‘000 icone” \ 


printing of 10,000 came 
about ten days before Christmas _ 
The quality of ihe cards, ites 
tained over many yeara now, 1 
brought Endsleigh Cards an al 
embarrassing reputation. 
We regret that some cust 
uave heen greeted with “sold 


demand. 
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BACKGROUND TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN ARRESTS 
394 African leaders, asking co-operation with 


whites, unanimously rejected plan for 
harsher racial barriers 


Among the 140 people arrested in South Africa recently on a charge of ireasoa, 
the penalty for which is death, ure, siguiticantly, members of thie influential [4-ian 
committee which last October drafted a resolution opposing the Toniinson Report 
with its 40-year plan Cer regrouping the African, Indian, while and coloured populu- 


tion of South Atrica into separate areas. 


The resolution was endorsed by delegates 


ata national conference, as reporied below; 
By OLWEN BATTERSBY 
SINGING the African National Anthem, “* Nkosi sikilele PAfrika ” and * Mabiya 


Afrika,” 394 delegates to the rat 
Bloemfontein on October 6  aflirmed 
omlinson Report in its entirely. 


The conference had been called by the 
Interdenominational African Ministers’ Federa- 
tion, which has branches throughout the coun- 
try, Approximately 40 per cent of the delegates 
Were ininisters of religion, 20 to 30 per cent 
Professional men, the remainder from workers’ 
and other groups. 

South Africa’s present policy could no longer 
be tolerated by the African, for it had reduced 
Alm to a state of political impotence, a position 
M which he was hopeless, helpless, powerless, 
landless and penniless, said the Rev. 2. R. 
Mahabane, President of the Interdenomina- 
tional Ministers’ Federation, in his opening 
§peech, 

“The policy hay to be changed and we 
appeal to the European electorate to stop 
and think, iy the voice of the black mun 
In an atomie age to be treated Hke the 
Whimpering of a child who crics but docs 
Rot know what he wants ?” 


REPORT ATTACKED 


The problem he felt would only be solved 
Y co-operation between the European and the 
Non-European. Both needed each other. All 
qe were necessary in the great workshop of 
‘Ufe, 

Chief Albert Luthali of Durban—a mem- 
cr of the Fellowship of Reeonciliation-— 

Aude that the African always stood for co- 

operation, He hoped that the conference 

Would lead to a niolti-nicial conference 

Where the problem could be discussed by 

all concerned. 

Recommendations of the Tomlinson Report, 
fabled in the South African Parliament by Dr. 
Verwoerd, the Minister for Native Affairs, ear: 
tr this year, cover a period of over forty 
Years, and plan the regrouping of both Black 


I §nd White populace so that all but six million 


Matives—indispensable to South African farming 

‘nd mining--would be confined to a black 

Tescent stretching roughly from Bechuanaland 
Tough the Northern Yransvaal, and down the 

“oast of Natal to the land of the Zulus. 

_ Speech after speech attacked the Report and 

wholo policy of apartheid ; the educational 


The new Secretary of the Central Board for 
~~ Conscientious Objectors is Bryan Reed, 
“ Crawley, Sussex, who is a Quaker and a 
‘Nember of both the Peace Pledge Union and 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 
Uhe Fulham tribunal exempted him con- 
plonally in (952, and he then joined the 
‘Tends Ambulance Unit International Service, 
fing in charge of a team of relief workers on 
Canvey Island at the time of the floods. 
In 1953, he served a two months’ sentence 
NY Brixton prison, having come to the con- 
“sion that he should not continue ta con- 
¥ with the conditions. 
ane appointment — will 
Se 
GOLD MEDAL 
ryxo continue my illustration in 
the previous Peace Pledge 
Union appeal, PPU Headquarters 
Fund has had such a magnificent 
last lap that it can now claim the 
promised final £100 and should 
reach an all-time record. 

The generous offer of the fast 
£100 brought an equally generous 
response from PPU members and 
of whom sent cheques for £50 


take effect oon 


tig 
,/8nds, three 
fac” 
Others sent equally welcome amounts varying 

£14 to £1, and as a result the total today 
100, 


The contest has been like a relay race in which 
O.uY readers have helped throughout the year, 
it (anonymous) donor has sent 6s, every 
month, and another 2s. 6d. a month. A Mansfield 
amber has pushed along the total by several 

ques during the year. 
nah ali these, and the many others who have 
ingronded to the fortnightly sppeal, we do 
that! send our very best thanks, and 1 hope 
men each will feel the same thrill and encourage- 

t at the result as t do. 
tua hls week's paragraph must be one of gratl- 
ut* for what we have received rather than the 
hae! appeal for what we are about to receive, 
thie Gt course, if any of you still want to make 

" year's record even harder to beat in the 

ture, we wilt welcome further gifts, 
the Very happy Christmas to you all, and may 
thane ew Year bring all our hopes nearer fulfil- 


STUART MORRIS, 

dD . General Secretary: 
4, Ghitions to the Pewe Pledge Union. 
are used fer the work of the PPU, 
be sent marked “ Headquarters Fund,’ 
he PPU Treasurer at Dick shenpae House, | 
‘leigh Sirest, Landen, WC.A. 


sti 


ional conference of Afmecan leaders in 
a resolution unanimously rejecting the 


policy which meant “education of the Bantu 
by the Herrenvolk for the Herrenvolk "> the 
economic policy which had caused the native 
reserves to be over-populated, over-stocked and 
| over-eroded ; the political policy by which ° the 
African nad no political rights, enly polincal 
disadvantages.” 

“Apartheid is the law of the jungle under 
which might is right,” said one speaker, “ today 
the lion is Dr. Verwoerd.” 

Among the speakers reported in the Miiend, 
newspaper of Bloemfontein, were Professor 
Z. K. Matthews, Acting Principal of the Uni- 
versity College of Fort Hare, Mr. S, P. Ngcobo, 
lecturer in economics at the same college, the 
Ven. D. A. Bailey, Archdeacon of Bloemfan- 
tein, Mr. A. B. Zuma, former President of 
the African National Congress, and Chief 
Albert Luthuli, a member of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. 

the resolution, which took a T4-man 
commitice two days to draft, is described 
hy the Rey, A, W, Bloxall in a tetter from 

South Africa (o Peace News as “oue which 

would take ils place in the chaln of historic 

documents,” 

“This conference does not subscribe to the 
view that the choice before South Afnmca con- 
sists only of two alternatives--ullimate com- 
plete integration or ultimate complete separa- 
tion between Europeans and Bantu,” stated the 
resolution. 

“The conference maintains that a proper 
rcading of the South African situation calls for 
the co-operation and interdependence between 
the various races comprising the South African 
nation and denies that this arrangement would 
constitute a threat to the survival of the While 
man in South Africa.” 

After stating that the implementation of the 
Tomlinson Report would mean not only a con- 
finuation of the status quo, but an aggravation 
of the worst evils, the resolution continued : 
“the policy and practice of apartheid denies 
the Atrican inalienable and basic human rights 
on the pretext that the African is a threat 
to White survival and denies him: 

“(a) A share in the government of the coun- 
try; 

“(b) the inviolability of the home ; 

"“(c) economic rights, the right to collective 
bargaining and to sell Jabour on the 
best market; 

“(d) the right to free assembly and freedom 
of travel, movement and association 5 

“(e) inviolability of person.” 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


On civil Jiberties the resolution stated; “This 
conference rejects this false picture of the South 
African situation which seeks to gloss over the 
glaring inequalities and disabilities from which 
the Africans suifer under the mounting discri- 
minatory legislation of a Parliament in which 
they have no effective representation . . . 

* Police raids, banishment orders,  dix- 
missals for political non-conformily, exten- 
sion of the pass system to women, detention 
camps, farm prisons, convict labour, the 


3,500 CHILDREN FED 
IN KOREA 


YENMAREE thousand, five hundred under- 

nourished children in Seoul, Korca, are 
receiving a good, hot meal daily at special 
feeding centres supported by the Oxford Com- 
mittee for Famine Relief (17 Broad St, 
Oxford). 

Recently, in answer to an urgent plea, the 
scheme wis extended to anather five hundred 
children in Pusan. 

The cost of providing such a meal to a 
child is less than one penny. 

This is only one sphere where the Oxford 
Committee for Famine Relief work. They have 
commitments in Hong Kong, the Near East 
and countries in Western Europe, and in terms 
of flesh and blood these commitments are 
destitute, homeless refugees. 

Any gift, whether it be clothing, gifts for 
sale, ar moncy, which is sent to the Committee, 
is more than material help ; it shows that there 
are people who care for the plight of others, 

Peace News office 1s always available as a 
collecting centre to North London readers, 


Welsh summer conference 


PLAID CYMRU (the Welsh Nationalist 
rt oe will eo 1987 Summer School 
und Canference ut Bangor over the August 
Wank Holiday week-end, e 
The general subject of five lectures and dia- 
cussions will be Co-operation in economic life 
and in international affairs. 
The recently published stat; 
the Wealth of Wates will be 1] 
main conference session, 
Some 400 members and friend 
are expected to altend. nda jor ate pay 


siics relating 10 
he subject of thie 


shive niarkeis enphemistically cathe the 

labouc bureaus, aud all oiher trappings of 

aw Folice Siig coastiitie an inloterable 
burden toa die African people.” 

On Education the resolution continued: “The 
recommendations of the Tomlinson Report on 
education are uareulistic as they propose to 
prepare pupils for life in a society which is non- 
existent—-a mythical Bantustan, 

* Reonomic and world forces tend to channel 
Aftican development in the opposite direction 
to co-operation and inter-dependence,” 

The theory that there could be in South 
Africa so-called European and Bauti areas 
was rejected. 

the resolution stated: “ Couference rejects 
the concept of national homes for Africans int 
certain arbitrarily detined areas for the follow- 
ing reasons: Africsns are the indigenous 
inhabitants of the country with aa indisputable 
claim to the whole of South Africa as their 
home; there is no part of the country to 
the development of which they have not made 
their full contribution ; such a concept facili- 
fates the exploitation and economic strangula- 
tion of the Africans and perpetuates White 
domination.” 


VALUES TRAMPLED 


ROO el 


"The belief so widely held by White South 
Africans that it is so-called white monies that 
are financing African services and wellare is in 
total disregard to the fact that the very profits 
and incomes made by Europeans are the result 
of the use of Africans as an ecxsential factor 
in production, and a low wage is paid to them. 
lu other words it is the Africans who are sub- 
sidising the Ruropeang and not vice versa.” 

The Resolution concluded with aa Appeal to 
the Christian churches to take a clear and un- 
eyguivocal stand in in the defence of Christian 
and human values now being trampled under- 
foot in the name of apartheid. 

During the course of the meeting a telegram 
was read stating that two Africans, Mrs. 
Moremi and Mr, Moleti had been “ deported ” 
from Klerksdorp, 


It was people like these who woukl leave 
“an indelible mark in the hearts of all Afvi- 
cans,” said delegatea, Christian martyrs were 
also deported and yet trinmphed in the end. 

But the South African concept of “ deporta- 
tion" was a fatlacy--the victims would not 
leave the country, “ Whether they send them 
to the Cape, Natal or Bechuanaland, it will still 
remain home to them.” 


‘Swiss peace 
move halted 


PQVENTS in Hungary and Egypt have caused 
4 the Olen Conmittee in’ Swlizerland to 
withdraw two initiatives* aimed at decrensing 
military expenditure, 

These are the second and third. initiatives 
dealing with this subject. The first, "The 
Dove's Egg,” introduced by Samuel Chevallier, 
was put to the vote in the Swiss Parliament in 
December, 1985, 

It was rejected by 83 votes against 82, the 
Chairman using his casting vote. The primary 
cause for its rejection was that it was 
irregularly phrased. 

fi was also found to be “ impossible to carry 
out” in as much as it catered for 1955 and 
1956, for which a number of contracta had 
already heen mado. 


Changed climate 


The second and third initiatives were 
launched by the Olten Committee, of which M. 
Chevallier is a member, 

‘Lhe second initlative proposed tw lintit 
military expenditure to 500 milhon franes per 
annum; the third proposed to devote 10 per 
cent of current military expenditure to social 
parposea iat home and abroad, 

Hoth fuitiatives had already received the 
S0,000 sigmitures whith the constliation ree 
quires If they are (o be put io the direct 
vate of the electorate, 

Samuel Chevallier, writing in La Bon Jour 
(published in Lausanne), says: 

“The USSR uses its tinka to crush tlie 
proletariat whom if clams to represent ; French 
Socialists atid English Conservatives get to- 
gether to defend financial and colonial interests 

y bombing ., , 

”In a climate of bape every gesture, even 
a symbolic gesture, had a meaning, This ia no 
Jonyer true in the present climate. We must be 
honest cnongh to recognise iL” 


We must start again... 


Support for the jnitiatives came from many 
different sources, inchiding Communist. ‘The 
act of launching them is a political act, 

The majority of the Olten Committee felt 
that these who enter the political field nist 
take account af political reslities, and it is 
certain that the present atmosphere in Switzer: 
lund, where there are widespread axpressions 
of anti-Soviet and anii-Comimusisa feeling, 
could sor be mere unfavourable ta the action 
which the initiatives prone, 

Samue) Chevallier hag called the necessiy 
far withdrawing these initiatives the °° Death 
of a Hope,” but he says, We must sfart again 
from the very beginning.” 

*tniliative ix the right of a citizen oy defined 
number of citizens, Outside the Legislature, 
to initiate legislation. 

tWemen do vot have the right-i vote in 
Swiizerland. 


” 
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PRISONERS FOR 


PEACE DAY 
OBSERVED 


JREPORTS are sill flowing inta the 
War Resisters’ International Head- 
quarters on activities held in many 
countnes to commemorate Prisoners 
For Peace Day, heli December 1, 
1956. ‘Vhis day was set aside by the 
WRI Council to honour all thase 
known and unkuown in prisan for 
refusing military service. 
‘Our heartfely thanks to all thoso persons and 


orpanisanons througheat the world whose 
splendid co-operition made Prsoners For 


Peace Day sa suceessful," Arla ‘Tatum, 
Creneral Secretary of the WRE said) this 
Week. 


Germany, Denmark, Norway 


In Germany 1,500 copies of the © Plonour 
Koll" (available nantes and addressea of 
prisoners) Were circulated, and it appeared 
in Die Priedgasrundschan, publication of the 
WRE and Fellowship of Reconciliation 
sections, Miuny groups inet on December 
Fist for the senting of Christus greetings. 

At least seven special gatherings took place 
in Denmark, and six in Norway. ‘The 
principal meeting was held tn Nobel House, 
Uslo, where Professor Johannes Ude, WRI 
Council Member, was the guest of handur. 

Hie spent several years in a concentration canip 
wuder biller. 


USA, Scotland, Ireland 


Jinks Peck reports from New York that the 
Catholic Worker movyernent joined the war 
Resisters’ Leagne (OSA Section) in picketing 
the White House in Washington, DC. 
Leaflets emphasised the plight of French 


ee re. eet ee ee 


Arlo Tatum, WRI Geooral Sectatary, saliing 
Peace Hews at the Trafalgar Square rally 
against the Suez War cacently. 


war resistera and amnesty for Wortd War $ 

pices) all deprived of certain civil 

Ty its, 

In Glasgow a special meaing forwarded a 
Resolution to the Preach Consulate, and 
in Dublin an “ex-convict” CO addressed 
monbers of the trish Pagitiat Movement. 


England, Belgium, France, Holland 


Over a dozen meetings were held in England, 
where the Caontral Hoard for Conseteniaya 
Objectors, numerous Mectings of the Saciety 
at Friends, Peace News and the Feace 
Picdge Union (iritiah Section) jeat full 
suppart, the WRI Sceretary addressed two 
ot the many gatherings. 

In France, Helgi and Holland the * Honour 
Roll” was given the widest posible publicity, 
both by the WEE Sections and by sympa- 
thetie organigations, Among publications 
which carried pubuuity were ba Valonn 
Fopuldre, Dejense de THomme and 
Vredesactie, 


tndividual action 


War resisters everywhere took part personally 
in Prisoners For Peace Day. 

Antong individuals who sent Chriaimay greet 
ings to their iinprisoned brathery were WRI 
members in Japan, Poland, Indonesia, Ruv- 
sia, Austratia, South Afica and New 
Zealand. 


Many leficrs were sent tn the Press, and 
thousands of peraans must have heard for 
the livat time of the existence of pacifist, 

“Prisoners For Peace Gay denianstratest the 
Tearlyounused ability of the interaatianal 
pacifist movenient to take effective inited 

acdion,” sald Mr, Taran. 
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BOOKS 


‘Tom Mann: °* Courageous man 


of vision’ 
Jd. T. MURPHY reviews 


Tom Mann and His Vimes (Vol. 1), by Dona Torr. London, Lawrence and Wishart, 21s. 


TEENS is a book which should be widely 


read. Dona Torr has written an excellent 


study of one of the best known and most lovable pioncers of the modern labour 


miovement. 


Had she not been too concerned to make Tom Mann {it into the 


Marxian pattern of history, what she reveals unwittingly would have received 
greater emphasis, indeed would have been the means of giving us a real under- 


standing of ‘Tom’s career, 

It is not enough to tell us that he had a 
hard upbringing and worked long hours when 
he was young, and was ideologically con- 
ditioned by the Church. ‘These things were 
commonplace features of the majority of the 
working population of the country, 

Yam sure too that it was not the arguments 
of Bridlaugh, much as he admired them, nor 
of Mrs. Besant, which turned him away from 
the Church. 


1 doubt if he was ever deep in theology or 
doctrines of any kind, even those of Karl Marx. 


I knew him well for over twenty years. He 
introduced me to a book of verse with the 
title ‘Tie Ligier or Asia. 

I think that Mrs, Besant gave it to him, and 
he carried it round as an earnest Christian 
might carry with him a copy of the four 
gospels. Why? Wecause it enlarged his vision 
of social being, as did his friend, William 
Morris. 


Yom Mann was not a theorist of any move- 
ment; he was a missionary. As he grew from 
boyhood into a fine upstanding man, he 
developed a strong moral conscience, a high 
sense of justice and good fellawship. 


His breakaway from the Church in his 
thirties was a conscience revolt against smug 
hypocrisy, and sanctimonious social snobbery, 
it was manly contempt for the spiritual 
crawlers who were always on their knees, 
Bona quotes him, “Up off your knees, young 
men! Don’t go continually begging of God 
that which you ought to do!” 


There is Tom Mann, all of him, speaking. 
There he is, standing on his own fee, 
courageous, contemptuous of humbug, a man 
of vision. 


When he stepped out of the Church he did 
not cease to be religious, Religion is not the 
private preserve of theologians, popes and 
priests. 


SPIRITUAL 
HEALING 


Dr. Christopher Woodard reviews 


The ‘Pratt About Spiritual Healing, by Harry 
Edwards. London, Spiritualist Press, 12s. 6d. 


P'HIS book comes at a very important 

moment, and I believe can do im- 
mense good. Of course there must be 
further investigation of the wonderful 
claims made by the author. 


I know what strikes orthodox doctors more 
and more is how little they know, and how 
little help they can be in most illnesses, but 
same of the things which Harry Edwards says 
about my profession would have been much 
better left unsaid---not because we can't take 
them—-because I am sure we can--and indeed 
have to more and more—but because it tends 
to make the vast majority of people feel that 
he is overstating his case, and that is a pity, 
because, as he should know, he has got such 
a very good case to state. 


More and more people are coming to an 
understanding of these exciting paychic 
phenomena, but society is still at a point of 
development where, whether you are one of 
those people who like it or not, the medical 
profession can help the majority of people in 
their troubles more than anyone else can. 

f agree with the author that the Arch- 
bishops’ Commission and the Special Com- 
mittes of the Brilish Medical Association did 
not make an unbiased investigation ; that can 
be most clearly proved, 

ft would be (etereatiiie to know for instance 
how many of them—and there were well over 
fifty in all-—even went so far in their investiga- 
tion as to ga down to Shere to see for them- 
selves, 

1 know a few went there, but I have yet to 
meet more than three who took the trouble to 
go to Lourdes which is another place where 
God has seen fit to reveal His Power in 
Healing. 

I can speak with feeling and knowledge of 
these inveslizating Committees, for I also 
appeared before them, I think Harry Edwards’ 
ideas of how to set up a really unbiased in- 
Veatigation are excellent, and they should be 
carried out at onee, 

May {, in recommending this book to all 
who geck to use the power of God to heal, 
finally add that 1 share the author's view, 
peculiar as it may sound coming from a 
doctor, that it doesn’t matter ta Cod what 
your colour or your creed may be—Hle wants 
all mankind to be healed. 


® UNITY 
THEATRE 


A LIVING NEWSPAPER 


WORLD ON EDGE 


ALL YOUR ANSWERS QUESTIONED | 
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Members only, Membership §/- a yaar 

WOX OFFICE. EUS $391. 1 Galdingion St, HW-I. 


{tis an expression of belief, of faith in some- 
thing, whatever it may be—fact or fiction, 
science or mythology, money-making or human 
fellowship. 


‘Tom Mann simply set aside theology and the 
individualism of the Church with its pie-in-the- 
sky philosophy, and then with the same 
eammestness he fastened on to the gospel of 
social salvation through socialism with its own 
vision of life transformed. 


It was this that turned him into one of the 
greatest missionary orators of socialism in the 
modern industrial labour movement. | would 
add, he could give good reasons re-inforced by 
wud factual knowledge for the faith that was 
in him, 


Gandhd ices ihe a poor man 


fast week we read how one young lady 
gave up her marriage necklace to help the 
poor Harijans, 


JUST as vothing was too rich for 

Gandhi to accept for his Harijans, so 
nothing was too small in his eyes either. 
From a rich lady he would not hesitate 
to ask all her jewels, while from the poor 
he would accept even a copper pice (a 
quarter of one anna), 


Always with the same goal in mind he made 
everyone around him observe the strictest 
cconomy, saying that even the tiniest wasteful- 
ness wag a sin against the poor, 


When doing his daily spinning he was always 
careful to collect every tiny bit of yarn. With 
these as stuffing, and with covers from tiny 
left-over scraps of cloth, he would have pin- 
cushions made. 


Nothing was ever thrown away at Sevagram. 

In the kitchen he had a notice hung, for- 
bidding the waste of salt. 

He even kept old envelopes. He cut them 
up neatly and used them for making notes on. 


~RECONCILIATION 


A big job ahead for the new Secretary of 
the International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, reports Derek Walker 


ry HE Inter- 
“national 
Fellowship of Re- 
conciliation is en- 
sured of an excit- 
ing and progres- 
sive programme in 
the near future. 
Those who have 
met its new Secre- 
tary, the Rey. 
Ernest Best, MA, 
BD, will have no 
doubt about that. 


Mr, Best has both 
scholarship and prac- 
tical ability, and 
what better qualities 
could there be for 
the leader of a move- 
ment where know- 
ledge and action must 
go hand in hand, 

His life over the 
past sixteen years in 
every way illustrates 
his fitness for the 


the flourishing move- 
ment that he left be- 
hind when he re- 
turned to Canada 
after five years. 


There is now in 
Nagasaki a really first- 
class medical  ctinic 
which operates with 
the help of Christian 
professors from the 
nearby university; an 
X-ray Service, which 
deals with 10,000 
children a year; a 
creche for the babies 
of working mothers, 
which is vital in the 


fight against malnu- 
trition, the main 
cause of the City’s 


high incidence of TB 
—the highest in the 
world, and many 
other expressions of 
ees community 
life. 


A recent Japanese 
visitor to London, 
Professor  lwao 
Ayusawa, has told of 


job. the Jove in which 
ErnestmiGek Mia) a ele Best is held in 
Canadian, and he ERNEST BEST agasaki. 


has all the iniagination and drive that we now 
expect from that vigorous part of the world. 

During World War Hl, after his graduation 
from the University of Toronto, while still 
attending the seminary there, 4e refused to 
participate in the University branch of the 
Canadian Olficers’ Training Corps. 

The refusal made him eligible for conscrip- 
tion (for military duty only wishin Canada) 
and, as a pacifist, he was interned in a camp. 


After a year and a half he was released, to 
teach the children of interned Japanese Cana~- 
dians, [t was then that he met his wife, the 
daughter of a missionary to Japan. 

They were married soon afterwards, and 
when the war was over, they worked together 
on a post-graduate course in Toronto, 

After ordination as a minister of the United 
Church of Canada, he went to take charge ot 
a pastorate, nearly as big as Scotland, in the 
province of Saskatchewan, Mr, Best points 
out, with some pride, that Saskatchewan has 
the only Socialist government in North 
America, 

With him to hig new post went his wife, 
who became Public Health Officer for the 
area. 

They worked together in Saskatchewan for 
three years, and then embarked for Japan 
under the auspices of the United Siates 
Methodist Mission Moard, 

Mrs. Best had been born in that country, 
and her husband had grown to love the 
Japanese people when he worked with them 
during the war. 


Interpretation 


The task before them was to rebuild a com- 
munity ainong the ruins of Nagasaki. The 
city is built in two valley separaied by a 
mountain, One valley was completely deva-~ 
stated by the atom bomb, and it was here 
that they made their headquurters, 

The Christian community had been wiped 
out, but the Bests recognised na religious 
barriers, and their job was to bring help to 
anyone who was in need. 

Mr. Best saw jt as his task to interpret the 
meaning of real community to the people 
with whom he worked. 

The family system has long been the cement 
of Japanese society, and indeed they have no 
word for what we know as community, but 
the extent of his success may be judged by 


In his spare time, which is strictly limited, 
Mr, Best is completing a thesis on the “ De- 
velopment of Christianity as a Social Move- 
ment in Modern Japan.” 


He is especially interested in the fact that 
over ninety per cent of the Japanese Protes- 
fants are professional and academic men and 
women. In the past this meant that the 
Christian community exercised an influence 
out of all proportion to its numbers, 


But now that Japan is becoming more 
democratic, it may prove more of a handicap 
to the growth of the Christian Church, 


In following recent trends of political 
development in the East, Mr. Best believes it 
is essential ta bear in mind that the Oriental’s 
traditional attitude of resignation is now be- 
coining a thing of the paat. 


Task 


In coming to work with the IFOR, an 
organisation which co-ordinates the activities 
of Fellowships in twenty-four countries, 
Ernest Best is quite clear about the nature of 
his task. 

As he sees it, the Fellowship has three main 
objects. First, it has to challenge the Church 
to face up to the problem of ‘war in the light 
of the Christian Gospel. Secondly, he is fully 
aware of the urgent need to co-operate with 
all who are genuinely working in politics for 
external peace. 

And finally, it should encourage every prac- 
tical expression of Christian concern for 
people who are in distress, 

Clearly the new Secretary of the [FOR is 
well cquipped for this three-fold task. 

He is a scholar and a theologian, and while 
firmly convinced of the essentially pacific 
nature of the Christian Gospel, he also 
tealises the need to work with those Christians 
who do not fully accept the pacifist point of 
view. 

Then, from experience, he knows that it is 
through organisation, and not iust good will, 
that ends are accomplished. 

Lastly, by his work in Nagasaki, he has 
shown, not only concern, but also capacity in 
alleviating distress, and giving practical ex- 
pression to the idea of fellowship. 

Well, that is Ernest Best, and world pacifism 
will feel the impact of hig personality before 
very long. 


A's life 


Often the thoughts that he jotted down on these 
scraps would amaze the world by their beauty 
when they appeared later in print. 


COVED 


ONCE a visitor to the ashram was pout 

ing himself out a cup of water, AS 

people often do, he filled the cup too full, and 

carelessly threw the excess water on the 

ground. Gandhi scolded him and told him that 
he had no right to do such a thing, 

The water which he had carelessly thrown 
away was a precious thing in a tropical countty 
like India, where shortage of water is often & 
serious problem. 

In every way Gandhi was practical. He liked 
food to be cooked in earthen pots, 


AS TOLD BY GERTRUDE MURRAY TO 


THE CHILDREN OF INDIA 


Firstly because this encouraged the cottage 
industry of potmaking. Secondly, because foo 
is better and more appetising when cooked in 
earthen pots. Thirdly, because earthen pots 
are cheaper than other cooking utensils. 


When people complained that such pols 


easily got broken, he told them to be more 
careful. 


ower 


He wanted his life to be a model for 

the poor in everything, With this ide@ 

always in mind he would never use a thing 

which poor people could not afford—not even 
a mosquito net on his bed. 


He preferred to think out a way in which 
even the poorest man could protect himself 
from mosquitoes, This way was to cover him- 
self completely with the bedsheet, before goin’ 
to sleep, having put a few drops of kerosené 
oil (paraffin) on his face and hands. Mosquitoes 
dislike the smell of kerosene oil, 

He was cqually careful to be plain and 
simple in the cold season, too. Once when It 
was very chilly, a young girl in the ashram 
brought him a hot water bottle to keep his 
fect warm. He told her to take it away, sayine 
that such things were not used by the pool 


Ghee 


WHEN sick, he would use no expensive 

patent medicines, as these are als4 

beyond the poor man’s reach. Instead he wouls 

try experiments on himself with cheap al 

simple remedies that can do no harm--such 48 

bathing with hot or cold water, putting cat! 
poultices round the stomach, and so on. 


Very often, he discovered very good cures I 
this way. 


He was as careful with time as he was wit 
everything else, His cheap pocket watch, which 
he kept tied to his waist by a string, as he ha 
no pocket, was always kept right to the second: 
He was never a minute late. 

Whenever he had to speak in public, Ne 
always arrived cxacily.on time, spake for iv§ 
a fixed number of minutes and no more. 

He never wandered from this subject 0 
that, as so many speakers do. He was nevél 
afraid of saying anything that had to be sal 
no matter how painful it might be. 

His words were always simple and plain, 84 
A even the most ignorant might underatand 
him. 


Next Week: Freedom comes at last. 
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INTRODUCTION TO 
QUAKERISM 


A Brief Dictionary of Quakerism, 48 pp. Lo 
te “ Friends Home Service Committ??: 
8. 6d. 


rps booklet is an excellent introduction 0 
the intricacies of Quakerism. The ¢é! 


prehensive index at the beginning makes tO 


most useful quick reference book, while id 
continuily of the text enables it to be Te 
straight through. Horace B. Pointing wit 
lucidly, and does well to combine histot ry 
fact and present day practice into such * 
interesting whole. 


This will be a useful little handbook for all 


members of the Society of Friends, but ve 
only for them. Most workers far peace ¢0! 


into frequent contact with Quakers but goth 


have only vague ideas about the organisall™ 


of the Society and ways of Friends ; to suc 
these the information given here will be ¥ 
helpful, p 


eee 3. So 


ery 


Peace News readers and nature lovel# 
will appreciate the 
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by Richard St. Barbe Baker (pacifot 
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@ FROM PAGE ONE 


boycott and begin to ride the buses again, but 
In an unsegregated unenner, 

fa the meuniime, however, their chiborate 
car pool (comaming at feast 20 new station 
wagons) las been stopped through a ¢em- 
Porary injunction for ihe past mionth. tt 
has been especially diilicult for utany 
Negroes to find transportation. 

They have wathed and prayed. ‘The buses 
are still devoid of Negro passengers and 
the morale of the Nepro commuuity is ex- 
ceptiouatly high. 


Fill jails 


ft was against this background that the 
Institute on Non-violence and Social Change 
wag convened, Dr, King, as President of the 
Montgomery [mprovement Association, sum- 
Marised what the Negro people learned in the 
Campaign : 

I. ‘That they can stick together in a com- 
Mon cause ; 


2. ‘Phat their Jeaders do nor have to. sell 
them out ; 

3. Vhat threats and violence do “nat 
Necessarily intimidate those who are suf- 


ficiently aroused and non-violent ” ; 
4. ‘That their church is becoming militant ; 
5. That they have gained a new sense of 
dignity and destiny ; and 
6. That they have “discovered a new and 
Powerful weapon: non-violent resistance,” 
Dr, King warned that the boycott was not 
an end in itself, but a means “to awaken a 


Sense of shame within the oppressor and 
challenge his false sense of superiority.” He 
Called segregation “nothing but slavery 
Covered up with certain niceties of com. 
plexity.” 


In Gandhian fashion Dr, King showed no 
fear of jail and suggested that they must be 
“willing to fill up dre jail houses of the 
South,” 


He asserted that their defence iy “to meet 
every act of violence toward an individual 
Negro with the fuct dhat there are thousands 
Of others who will present themselves in his 
plaice as potential vietini.” 

One of the by-products of the Montgomery 
TOtest is its spread to other Southern cities. 
4uTing one session of the Institute, representa- 
fives from some of these other cities told of 
Non-violent efforts in their communities to 
Sullaw bus segregation. 


Fasting 


In the Indian tradition, one day of the 
Institute was devoted to fasting and prayer. 


AW Nepro churches in Monigomery were 
iked to ring their bells at 6 am. and to 
have uw one-hour prayer service, with every- 
body fasting the entire day. 


LL WALKING TO FREE 


DOr 


They have also lost 


the freedom to speak out 
their freedont front tear. 

She praised the Montgomery Neptoes for 
helping the whites: “in dranuelising that the 
extreme way cin be the good way, the creative 
way, and that in time of ordeab it is the only 
way, you are helping the white South find its 
way, loo. 


She concluded by thanking the Neprovs for 
what they are doing for themselves and for 
the entire South 


She thinked them also for showing the 
world again there is “always a creative, 
food, non-violent way fo mice: Gan) ordeal.” 
Among other features of the week-long 
prognunnig were talks by prominent Negro 
clergymen all orelecuing to a surprising 
degree Gandhian stratezy. One man said that 
Gandhi will top the men of the twentreth 
century “ahead of Eisenhower, Rockefeller. 
or fhitters 

During the daily seminars, Mr. Glenn 
Smiley, a Seeretary of the Fellowship of Re- 
conahation, suggested Gandhian methods for 
the Montgomery Negroes to tse when they 
first begin to ride the buses again. By micans 
of a sosodrama, he had Negroes and whites 
explore the contingencies which might arise as 
Negroes for the first Gme board Montgomery 
buses and refuse to sit in the rear seat hither- 
to ussigned to them, 


Fearless 


The prediction seemed to be thar the inte- 
gration would proceed fairly smoothly, since 
both the city and the bus company have 
apparently had enough of the boycott, 

Phere is a possibility that the racist White 
Citizens Council may organise a boycou of 
the buses by white riders, but since they con- 
stittde a minonty of the bus patrons, it is not 
felt that this will be an economic threat and 
therefore lasting. 

Violence on the buses is always possible, 
and the seminars showed how Negroes could 
avoid any Violence on the buses by Gandhian 
Means. 

the whites in Montgomery and dhe South 
generally have not been conspicuous for 
their support of the bus protest. One young 
while clergyman, with an all-Negro church, 
lias, however, been outstanding in helping 
the boycott, His home was hombed, but he 
renuins fearless, 

Whites in other parts of the South have 
watched the successful Gandhian techniques 
and have wondered whether {hey could adapt 
them fer their own racist goals. 

Thus one American Senator talked of “mas- 
sive resistance’ against integration of the 
raccs. 

One mayor in Kentucky in an aitemprt to 
oust Negroes from the public schools stated : 
“We're having all the people in town sign a 
petition asking all the teachers ta stay out ol 
school until the Negroes get out. We're going 
to (ake a up from Nehru and the Indtans ; 
we're going 10 practice non-violent resistance, 
Of course, we wouldn't want them over here, 


Kt was) so reported that) some Negro: but we can tearm from then.” 
Prisoners in the Monigomery jail, ine | [his raises the ethical question which 
Careented there for various civil offences, Gandhi himself faced: can good means be 
also joined in the fast, used for evil ends or bad means for good 
attended ends ? 


During one of the evening rallies, 
by thousands of local Negroes as well as many 
“Ut-of-ewn visitors, Miss Lillian Smith, the 
White Southern writer, was scheduled to speak. 
ickness prevented her from appearing, but 
tr remarks, read for her, constituted one ol 
the Ereat statements on strategy against segre- 
flion for our times. 

Misg Smith condemned the current: Armeri- 
wn mood of moderation. She congratulated 

€ Negro people of Montgomery for not be- 
Ng moderate. She said they were extremists 
« MOt a popular word in America today —but 
ood. creative, loving extremists and [| want 


9 tell you [ admire and respect you for it.” 


She added that while moderation may be 
ine slogan of our times, ” Moderation never 
de a man or a nation great. 


Lillian Smith explained how the white 
Ople in the South have given up their tree- 
9M in recent months and years in acquics- 
“hee to the moderates who would continue 
10 sepregated status quo, She said that the 
“Nite Southerners no longer have the freedom 
do right, the freedom to obey the law, and 
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Countributious 


Mrs, Rosa 
who started 


Present at the Institute was 
*tarks, a scamstress in her fortes, 
the whole protest by refusing to give up her 
seat fo a white pussenger. Since her original 
impulse——and her arrest--she has been in de- 
mind from New York to California, not to 
make great speeches, but just to appear before 
Negro and white groups as a symbol of 
Southem: resistance to segregation. 

The other leaders of the movement have 
also travelled widely in America in the past 
year, raising funds to ron the car poals and to 
pay the heavy legal expenses. It is estinuted 
than at least £125,000 has been raised, prob- 
ably one-half from the Negroes in’ Mant- 
gomery, the other half from Negro, inter- 
racial, and white groups throughout America. 

One of the stirring moments at each even- 
ing prayer Meeting is the summary at con- 
tributions, large and small, sent in by groups 
all over America toward the Montgomery 
fund called “dollars for freedom.” 
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Letters to 
| Particular wars 


R7OUK issue of December 7 contained a 
report by Mavis dames of a tribunal 
decision that an objector could not be ex- 
einpled because he objected only to a” par- 
ficular war, viz, in Cyprus and Egypt. 


No doubt most peopic in this country, and 
the Government, felt that every German 
should bave refused to fight in’ the German 
amy in 1939 because the Germans were the 
agressors > fet this be agreed, but this wos a 
“particular” war, so how eoukd one logically 
eapect a German to refuse to light when his 
Government tells hin, while we insist that an 
Englishman must fight when he is toki, even 
if he believes that we are the agressors ? 


Would an Egyptian or a Cypriat see any 
differeneve im the two cases ? 
SYDENY ASHWORTE. 
1So0 Balfour Rd, 
Rrighton, 6. 


israeli viewpaint 


FANE following is an extract from a letter 
tecerved fram oan dsraeh friend on 
December & : 


“boapree that Ben Gurion is) old and 
frightened, but hardly nervous. Fle pulled off 
the Egyptian atlair last week with the shrew- 
dest Jewish cunning | have ever seen, perfecdy 
med with Britain, at a period when USA 


CLASSIFIED 


mininiun 26. &1. (hos No, od, sive) 


was bamboozled a day or two before the 
Presidential elections, when USSR was em- 
broiled in Hungary (filthy business of hers 
there), and just before the winter rains. 


“Superlative timing, J think we are all 
bound to admit, and | make no objection if 
you say the cunning was devilish. ‘The whole 
thing is devilish, but at is not by our wish. 


“Finally, a few words about Sinai. The 
origing of this second Israeli-Arab war have 
not been revealed, but § do not think there is 


any doubt that if was based on a secret 
agreement between Hen Gurion and Eden : 


you obliterate the Ppyplian airforee, so that 
Yel Aviv ia safe from bombing, and we'll 
eaplire Sinai for you up to the Canal (Why 
Britain could not do both, having thousands 
of times Isracl’s arms, f do not kuow, but 
there it i8: if Was apparently designed as a 
joint project.)” 
FRANK R. WANCOCK, 
Charmouth, Darset. 


Goldcn medals 


WOUR 


\ correspondent, Mr. George Rulf 


(PN, December 7), still appears to believe 
the ounmnoded and exploded myth that inter- 
national sport organised on a national basis 
leads to international amity. Recent inciderdts 
at the Olympic Games have once again shown 
the error of that belief, 


In fact conflicts on the sports ticld between 
national teams only serve to exacerbate 
mutual hatreds and intensify nationalism, 
which, as Eugene “anti, one of the foremost 
Political thinkers of this century has pointed 
out, is the anly contemporary religion which 
still demands human sacrifices, 


S. . DALTON, LL 
34 Louis St, Leeds, 7. 


Catholic pacifists 


tT BRMIA RENYARDE’S charge of saphis- 

iry (PN, December 7) is ill-founsed, 
there is no deception in the church's recogni. 
tion of two deeply sincere altitides Ww peace 
and war; an the one side ming, that af the 
conscientious objector, and on the other that 
of the person whe knows that in the last 
fesort if may be necessary to tuke a lite in 
defence of his weaker neighbour and Joved 
vues, 


Now his position is deadly serious (as is the 
pacilist’s) and the charch “demands that he 
lights his personal enemy cleanly but does 
not slaughter that enemy's sister or mother or 
wipe out his neighbours’ street, It is indeed 
just this lack of discrimination that ig  in- 
volved in a war of defenee today and that 
horrifies ihe sincere non-paeifist and so the 
situation for him can hardly be squared with 
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Glee Haditer 


the flaw of justice and merey that binds a 
Christan, 


Hermuia Renparde’s reference tO our Lord's 
Command about yea and say seems to imply 
that she thinks Ghat He saw mond protlenis 
ay stticty black and wiite. 

Rather t would sugpest that Jesus of 
Nazareth knew bfe as 4 thing toa painful and 
coraplex for such a distincGon. tlettee Hs 
unigueness, His tremendous clemency and 
challenge to (he self-righteous, 

lie who succoured the prostitite would 
sutely understand the agony of the 20th con- 
fury man dn tus seienute wiiderness ef im- 
decision and cold comfort, Conscience is a 
diverse thing and is not always the monopoly 
of pacifists, 

ROY WOLSTENOLME, 

(8 Long Hay, fale, Cheshire 


Keep on showing it 


APAY 1 snypest one small but useful action 
“™*® for these days—cairy Peace News and 
let its Tront page be scen every time you get 
mo a bus of train at usually carries a head- 
ling worth publicizing, and the very name ot 
the paper helps to puneture complacency aver 
oue Government's actions, 
RATHILEEN RAWDING, 
124 Cireenfield Avene, 
Carpenders Park. 

Fellowship Party 


PPONALD MALONE writes on behalf of 
BW). Rollow : - : 

the Fellowship Party pomting oat that 
the $997) Peace Diary incorrectly records 
Kathleen bonsdale as ane of the vice-presi- 
dents of the Party. 

One of the original vice-presidents, shea did 
not feel able to Jet herselt be nominated at 
1956 Annual Conference. The address of the 
Party’s head office is ar 141 Woolacombe Kd. 
the figure 14 in the diary is a printer's error, 
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TRANSMISSION FROM VENUS 
to lovers af Peace and to atomic sclantists on 
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: 
H 
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| 
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t 
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4s. 2d, post frea from The Actherlis 
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Road, London 5.W.6. 
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“ From page one 


EGYPT 


on the charge of fostering treasonable activt- 
ties, 

Ta traq, on the other hand, there have been 
mass public demonstrations and riots, involy- 
ing leaders of non-Communist democratic 
parties, university professors, and lawyers, 

Martial law has been clamped upon (he 
entire country and twenty-three draqi 

Nadionalis¢ leaders jaclading Kamil Cheder- 

Jey, Uhusscin Jamil, Baik Suanimiray, along 

with hundreds of the rank and file are now 

in prison, 

Here a distinction must be drawn between 
the revolt of the pro-[Egyptians and the effort 
of the pro-Iraqis. ‘Vhe former is basically 
democratic, is open, and has a mass base. The 
Jatter is essentially semi-fascist in character, is 
clandestine, and is led by ‘armed bohemians.” 

(Fhis is the phrase used by Heiden to 
characterise the leadership of the Nazi and 
Fascist movements.) 


THE WEST'S DILENMNWA 


The Western Powers have been seriously 
alarmed by the arrest in Damascus of the 
pro-lraqi “armed bohemians,” because these 
people are not only pro-Tragi but also acci- 
dentally happen to be pro-West 
And since these arrests were made by the 
Sytian Army Chief of Staff, Lieut, Col. Sarraj, 


Photo: Courtesy Iraqi Embassy, Loncon. 
Nurt es Sald, Prime Minister of traq 


who heads the internal security machinery, 1 
has been widely felt in the West that Sarray is 
making an attempt to usurp power and to 
deliver Syria to the Saviet bloc. 

The Israeli and the Iraqi radios have even 
gone to the extent of reporting that Surraj had 
actially usurped power, and that the Syran 
Cabinet was his virtual prisoner. 

Such reports are not only misleading but 
untrue, The West has been in punic because 
the ghost of Nasserism haunts it. The West 
has been constanly living in a nightmare which 
leads it to believe that the Army Chiefs of 
Staff in Syria, in Jordan, in Libya, in Saudi 
Arabia all are plotting coup d ’etats in their 
respective States. 

General Afi Abou Nawar, the Jordanian 
Chie? of Statt, was similarly accused tJast 
year, after the dismissal of Glubb Pasha, And 
} fewn on a ve good authority that 
Gevernt Glabb Pasha fias been in Cyprus 
recently, 


SWING TO THE LEFT 


What, however, has been happening in the 
Middle East is the rise of a strong non-Com- 
munist Left. In the Jordanian elections, though 
the Baath Sovialist Party only secured two 
seats, it securcd about 30 per cent of the 
popular vote, and quite a few of its candidates 
lost by a Jess ihan 1,000 vote margin. 

The present Foreign Minister of Jordan, 
Abdullah Rimawi, is a member of the Baath. 
And it is hardly any surprise that the other 
Baathist member of the Parliament, Kemal 
Nasser, was the one wha moved the demand 
that Traq be asked to withdraw her troops 
from Jordan, 

The Foreign Minister of Syria, Salah el 
Bitar, is also a member of the Baath Party. 
This means that the Jordanian and Syrian 
Foreign Policies are being co-ordinated to the 
utmost extent, in fact they are almost identical. 
A move is growing in Jordan for a Syrio- 
Jordaniun reunification. 

‘The West is naturally frightened by these 
developments. 

The British and the American Ambassa- 
dacs, [ amt told by an official spokesman of 
the Busth, voiced thelr governments’ objec- 
tion to the appoininient of Rimawi ta the 
Jordanian Foreign Ministry, bal King Has- 
sche did not give i. 

In Syria, the Army is controlled by the 
Cabinet. Col. Sarraj, according to the Baath 
spokesman, has hardly any significant political 
role to play, Ile is, no doubt, a close friend of 
Akram Haurani (ihe Socialist Jeader of Syria 
who has had a hand jn almost every Syrian 
coup d' eta: during the last iwenty years), and 
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these two people mutually share a strong anu- 
Nuri-es-Said feching. 


But it is hard to believe that the Sociitists | 
and the Communists and the Army have ; 


ganged up to usurp the Syrian Government, 
Furthermore, an allance of (he Baath woth 
the Communists is highly improbable, much 
though Khaled Bakdash, the Arab Communist 
boss, may want it. 

{his was one reason why the Baath refused 
an electoral alliance, or even an electoral 
adjustment, with the Communists in the recent 
Jordanian elections. 

in Syria an attempt 
urgunise a Left-wing front, 

Last month an attempt was made to broaden 
the size of the Cabinet by bringing in Maarouf 
Dwalibi (of the Party of the People) Khaled- 
cl Azzam (of the Nationalist Party) and Akram 


is being made to 


Hourani (of the Socialist’ Party) into the 
Governnient, 

The move was, however, postponed not 
abandoned~when the American and the 


Saudi Arabian Ambassadors prevailed upon 
Salah Bitar to delay the changes. 

The top news of the last weekend has been 
that the effort to rcorganise the Cabinet on a 
Left-wing basis has been renewed. 


LEBANON 


If Jordan and Syria, on the one hand, have 
shown a tendency to move increasingly to- 
wards the non-Communist Left, the Saudi 
Arabian and Lebanese Governments have 
shown a tendency towards Conservativism, 
and it seems that they both want to play the 
role of “ neutrals’ between the current Bagh- 
dad-Cairo rivalry, 

In Lebanon the Government of Abdallah 
Yath fell when it failed to get support for 
breaking diplomatic relations with France. In 
AIULTTLL Tous EMMITT LUMLLETT Tome MT CMT mee Keon Lone Eo 


The political make-up of the 
Syrian Chamber of Deputies 


Independents: 41 seats 

Party of the People: (Hazb-ul-Shaab) 33 
seats: It is generally pro-Iraqi with a small 
pro-Egypuan clement. Rashdi Kekhia and 
Fyed Attasi are leaders of the pro-fraqi 
wili—; Asmad Kanbar (Minister of the 
Injerior) and Nazzem Kudsi (Speaker) are 
the Jeaders of the Centre, and Marrouf 
Dwaltbi, is the leader of the pro-Egyptian 
left-wing. 

The National Party: (Hazb-ul-Watany 30 
wails; [t is a party of feudal landlords, 
generally pro-Egyptian, with a small pro- 
rag, wing. The leaders of the Party are 
President Shukair Kuwaatly, Prime Minister 
Sabri Assali, and Father Kyali. Pro-lraqi 
element is led by Mikhail Eliyan. 

The Socialist’ Party: (Al Baath Al-Arabi 
Ishtarki) Strongly anti-imperialist and pro- 
Egyptian, and vanguard of Arab unity. Its 
leaders are Poreign Minister Salah el Bitar, 
Trade Union lteader Akram Hlourani, and 
Professor Michael Aflak. 

Tribal Deputies: 9 seats, Strongly pro-lragi, 
their Jeader Hacl Sroor has been charged 
with fostering treasonable activities. 


Moslem Hrotherhood: 2. seats. Religious 
and a semi-fascist group. 
Syrian Popular Party: 4 seat. A_ fascist 


party which has used assassinations as a 
political creed. Strongly in favour of a 
unity of Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and fraq 
under Iraqi leadership. The party is out- 
lawed and its Deputy in exile. 
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SYBIL MORRISON 


“.. ON EARTH PEACE’ 


and on earth peace, good will toward men” 


TPSHE special words for Christmas are 

so familar that very few people 
think about their meaning, nor do they 
link them with their ordinary datly lives, 
but only with Christmastide. 

“Phis is the season of goodwill,” they say, 
lightly, making the two words “good” and 
“will” into one word, and by implication 
limiting the active manifestation of that word 
to a length of time which covers the Christ- 
mas shopping period up to Boxing Day. 

Ihe joy of present giving belongs, of course, 
to the emotion of love and affection with its 
consequent desire to give pleasure. Giving 
and loving are natural partners. 

And so it is that at Christmas time there is 
the “will” to be friendly, open-handed, and 
recepuive. Even among nations this “ will” 
towards fmendly relationships has, on occa- 
sion, prevailed even in the midst of war. 

The time in which this natural human 
emotion of friendliness operates is very short 
indeed; and yet the ‘‘multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God, and saying Glory 
ta God in the highest, and on carth peace, 
good will toward men” were undoubtedly 
singing their pacan of good news for mankind, 
not just for a day, but for ever. 


* 


But mankind, while giving lip service to the 
will for peace, has, in fact, rejected it; the 
rise of nationalism, the military pacts, the 
power politic treaties, have all been a will, not 
fo good and to peace, but to evil and to war. 

fhe Jews, who in spite of appalling persecu- 
tions through the centuries, have somenow 
survived and persisted as a race without going 
to war, accepted the dictates of nationalism 
immediately they achieved their national 
home, by building up an arsenal and an army, 
and marching off to war at the very first 
bugle call. 


When India became a nation, the 
Indians, freed from foreign occupation im- 
mediately abandoned the concept of non- 


violence and joined in the aniversal reliance 
upon armaments. 

fhis Christmas we face the bitter know- 
ledge that there is very little will to good in 
the world. The attitude of this country alone, 
towards the Cypriots and Egyptians, and the 
excuses made in justification of our actions in 
their countries, show the extent to which any 
good will has disappeared. 

It seems unlikely that there will be any 
Christmas truce, and even if there were, it 
would be a sickening mockery if afterwards, 
peace and good will are to be wrapped up in 
some nice holly-spangled paper and put away 
until next year, 

The cruchty and brutality of the Russian 
oppression in Hungary, and the violence of 
the revolution there, will not cease because 
Christendom is celebrating the birth of 
Christianity. The songs that greeted the news 
of that birth have ceased to have meaning to 


NEXT WEEK 


Kitchie Calder contributes “ Adventure with 
a purpose” in a spectal issue of Peace News 
linked with the opening of the Schoolboys’ 
Exhibition at which the National Peace Coun- 
cil have a stand for the first ume. Other 
features include an exclusive interview with 
Don Murray, co-star with Marilyn Monroe in 
“Bus Stop.” ‘ 


Communist Party: 1 seat, held by Khaled 
Bakdash, who has some influence among 
the Kurds and the Armenians. 
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the succeeding Government of Sami Solah, 
Charles Malik, an outspoken sympathiser of 
American policies, is the Foreign Minister, 
and it seems much of the American foreign 
policy in the Middle East is being made in 
Beirut. 

It is reported that Kemal Joumblat, one of 
the most influential persons in Lebanon, and 
the Chairman of the Lebanese Socialist Part 
has indicated its support for the Charles Mali 
foreign policies. 

(It is also tnteresting to know that Hassan-el 
Attrash, a strong pro-Iraqi tribal leader of 
Syria, who recently escaped to Lebanon has 
found refuge at Kemal Joumblatt's house. 
This should not sound very surprising. Soum- 
blat’s house has been a haven for political 
refugees of all shades and at one time the 
Baath leaders—Akram Hourani and Michael 
Aflak, who had been exiled by dictator 
Shisakly~-were living in Joumblat’s beautiful 
mountain home in El Moukhtara,) 

Middle astern politics are still un- 
predictable. Por one thing, Britain and 
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LONDON CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY 
The greetings announcement in Peace News 
last week should read as from “ the Committee 
of Management,” and not “Company = of 
Management.” i 


France, though they have been apparently 
defeated, have not as yet accepted defeat or 
given up their designs. : 

In Paris, the search is going on for Guy 
Mollet’s successor, and it is strongly believed 
that cither Edgar Faure or Reno Pleven would 
succeed him. French policy would then be 
to begin negotiations with the Algerian feaders 
on the one hand, and on the other to harden 
the atutude towards Nasser, 

Ai the French foreign oflice last weck [ 
got the impression that Paris is still hoping 
thai before the end of next spring—by that 
time the Suez Canal would have been 
tleared, and an anti-Nasser American policy 
would uve emerged—the Hritish “ tae- 
licians * would be uble to bring Ali Maher 
to power in Egypt. 

Fo us it may seem vain thinking, but the 
British and the French Foreign Offices always 
had strange ways. 


Transworld S.U.N, Friendship Embassy, 8 Watling Road, Southwick, Sussex, England. 


St. buke HL. 14. 


war-ridden nations, and the wuaths that Jesus 
preached are not acceptable to a world in 
arms. 

And yet it is clear that the great hymna of 
“the multitude of the heavenly host’ has 
in it an ultimate truth which contradicts man’s 
faith in armaments, Peace and good will are 
not two separate things; they are indivisible, 
for there can, in fact, be no peace unless there 
is a will towards the good of other men, 

The German version reads: “ peace on 
earth to all men of good will” and though it 
sounds different from the English text yet if 
is, iN meaning, exactly the same. There can 
not fail to be peace on earth when men have 
in their hearts a will to good; without it 
there can be none. 

In whatever language this familiar text 4s 
preached it remains as true today as the day 
It was first heard, nearly two thousand years 
ago. 

When nations in pursuit of peace approach 
all peoples and all problems in good will, then 
wars will cease and there will be “on earth 
—-peace.” 
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Every PN reader needs a WOUSMANS 


PEACE DIARY 
for £957 
and many of your friends will welcome it axa gift 


with « 32-page International Directory of Peaces 
race relations, relief work and similat organisations 
peace papers all round the world, ete., the usnal 
standard information, a week to each double pages 
bound leather cloth, 3a 


May be ordered with your Christmas Cards front 
ENDSLEIGWE CARDS 
(Veaco News Lid.) 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
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; nh The prisoners 
t YO~a Tthders_of -Peate “News,.especially 


Td Gir selaq pacifists to whom this season 
is especially Holyvet“May you havewa™ Blessed 


iy PNET YBithour forgesting, those ywherare f-*) 
eral — World. 


i\t r ww ° rad 
MAIER Eble wilt“ turhing=-thts” “Holy 
Festival into frivolity may they find oppor: 


tunity, to. mention. chose «in: prison: for’ ‘peace'| ” 


ind the Prince of Peace to their friends and 
guests. It will have a rather sobering effect. 


And now for you littl ones who think you 
can do nothing as you have no power ; you 
can be a great power (collectively) in helping 
to release those who happen ‘*o be in prison 
next year by making the resolution NOW to 
remember the CO in prison every night and 
being determined to send every one a Christ: 
mas card next year. 


Think what an effect it would have on the 
prison authorities if every CO received 6,00 
Christmas cards next year. You would not 
only ensure your Happy Christmas, but 
THEIRS, too, and do not forget the singing 
outside the prison this year. 

H. HALLAM, 

88 Burford Rd., Nottingham, England. 
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